DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BOARD

Statutory Authority: 14 Delaware Code, Section 122(d) (14 Del.C. §122(d))
14 DE Admin. Code 1575

FINAL
REGULATORY IMPLEMENTING ORDER
1575 Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments
I. SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE AND INFORMATION SUBMITTED

The Professional Standards Board, acting in cooperation and collaboration with the Department of Education, seeks
the consent of the State Board of Education to amend regulation 14 DE Admin. Code 1575 Teacher of Students with Visual
Impairments. The regulation concerns the requirements for certification of educational personnel, pursuant to 14 Del.C.
81220(a). It is necessary to amend this regulation to clarify when this certification is required, update current course
requirements and to accommodate current formatting. This regulation sets forth the requirements for a Teacher of Students
with Visual Impairments.

Notice of the proposed adoption of the regulation was published in the Delaware Register of Regulations on December
1, 2012. The notice invited written comments. Similar comments were received from the Governor's Advisory Council for
Exceptional Citizens (GACEC) and the State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD). The comments noted a
difference in the dates within the "grandfather" provision in the same section and the date in another recently amended
regulation with a grandfather date back to 2005. The January 11, 2007 date within 1575 is based on the initial effective date
of this Standard Certificate regulation as adopted by the Professional Standards Board and the State Board of Education.
Previously recognized valid certifications were converted to the current Standard Certificate with the 2007 adoption. The
written comments also included concerns that the 18 month timeframe was not long enough for teachers to complete the
required credits. The PSB considered the information and noted that an educator could extend the time beyond the initial
18 month phase-in for up to two additional years by having the Local Employing Agency obtain an Emergency Certificate
for the educator. The PSB determined not to extend the 18 month window. Considering the anticipated February 11, 2013
effective date, it would allow educators to gather the required skills and knowledge by the onset of the 2014-2015 school
year. Other changes in the regulation are to clarify that the this certification is mandatory for educators who's primary
assignment is working with this category of students; however, many educators have already attained this certification or
some of the requisite coursework prior to employment or subsequently. The comment also pointed out requirements
mandated for a new teacher of the visually impaired in 14 Del.C. 8206 that were deleted from the published amendments.
The references to 14 Del.C. 8206 were inadvertently deleted in the published draft and the PSB appreciates the Councils
pointing out the error. Prior to Final Approval, this reference was corrected and remains in the requirements in Section 3.0.

Il. FINDINGS OF FACTS

The Professional Standards Board and the State Board of Education find that it is appropriate to adopt this regulation to
clarify when this certification is mandated, update current coursework requirements, and to accommodate current
formatting.

IIl. DECISION TO ADOPT THE REGULATION

For the foregoing reasons, the Professional Standards Board and the State Board of Education conclude that it is
appropriate to adopt the regulation. Therefore, pursuant to 14 Del.C. §1205(b), the regulation attached hereto as Exhibit
"A" is hereby adopted. Pursuant to the provision of 14 Del.C. 8122(e), the regulation hereby adopted shall be in effect for a
period of five years from the effective date of this order as set forth in Section V. below.

IV. TEXT AND CITATION

The text of the regulation adopted shall be in the form attached hereto as Exhibit "A", and said regulation shall be cited
as 14 DE Admin. Code 1575 of the Administrative Code of Regulations of the Professional Standards Board.

V. EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER



The effective date of this Order shall be ten (10) days from the date this Order is published in the Delaware Register of
Regulations.

APPROVED BY THE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BOARD THE 3'9 DAY OF JANUARY, 2013

Kathleen Thomas, Chair Chris Kenton
Michael Casson David Kohan
Joanne Christian Jill Lewandowski
Samtra Devard Wendy Murray
Stephanie DeWitt Mary Pinkston
Marilyn Dollard Whitney Price
Karen Gordon Jacque Wisnauskas

Cristy Greaves

IT IS SO ORDERED the 171" day of January, 2013.

Department of Education
Mark Murphy, Secretary of Education

Approved this 171" day of January, 2013

State Board of Education

Teri Quinn Gray, Ph.D., President Gregory Coverdale
Jorge L. Melendez, Vice President Terry M. Whittaker, Ed.D.
G. Patrick Heffernan Randall L. Hughes

Barbara B. Rutt
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GLELE

Content
This regulation shall apply to the requirements for a Standard Certificate, pursuant to 14 Del.C. §1220(a), for

Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments. Eighteen (18) months from the effective date of this regulation,
this certification shall be required for all educators within the Delaware public school system whose primary
assignment is teaching children with visual impairments. This requlation does not apply to Orientation and




Mobility Specialists who are certified by the Academy of Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education
Professionals.

2.0 Definitions

The definitions set forth in 14 DE Admin. Code 1505 Standard Certificate, including any subsequent
amendment or revision thereto, are incorporated herein by reference.

3.0 Standard Certificate

3.1 In accordance with 14 Del.C. 81220(a), the Department shall issue a Standard Certificate as a Teacher of
Students with Visual Impairments, to an educator who [has met the requirements in 14 Del.C. §206(d) and]
has met the following:

3.1.1 Holds a valid Delaware Initial, Continuing, or Advanced License; or a Standard or Professional Status
Cetrtificate issued by the Department prior to August 31, 2003; and,

3.1.2 Has met the requirements as set forth in 14 DE Admin. Code 1505 Standard Certificate, including any
subsequent amendment or revision thereto: and,

3.1.3 Has satisfied the additional requirements in this requlation.

4.0 Additional Requirements
4.1 An educator shall also have satisfied at least one (1) of the following additional education requirements:

4.1.1 Holding a bachelor’'s or master’'s degree from a regionally accredited college or university with a major or
its equivalent in educating Visually Impaired Students from an NCATE specialty organization recognized
educator preparation program or from a state approved educator preparation program where the state
approval body employed the appropriate NASDTEC or NCATE specialty organization standards:; or

4.1.2 The successful completion of seventeen (17) credits from a regionally accredited college or university or
their equivalent in professional development as approved by the Department in the following areas:

41.2.1 Anatomy and Physiology of the Eye (3 credits);
4.1.2.2 Braille and Nemeth Code (3 credits);

4.1.2.3 Assessment of Students with Visual Impairments (3 credits);

4.1.2.4 Methods of Instruction for Students with Visual Impairments (3 credits);

4.1.25 Assistive Technology (3 credits); and

4.1.2.6 Orientation/Mobility for the Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments (2 credits).

5.0 Past Certification Recognized
The Department shall recognize a Standard Certificate Teacher of Students With Visual Impairments issued by
the Department between January 11, 2007 and the effective date of this requlation. A teacher holding a
Standard Certificate Teacher of Students With Visual Impairments issued between January 11, 2007 and the
effective date of this regulation shall be considered certified to teach children with visual impairments.
10 DE Reg. 1147 (01/01/07)
Renumbered effective 6/1/07 - see Conversion Table

16 DE Reg. 856 (02/01/13) (Final)
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